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Prayer before Worship 

Almighty God, I come to your house today to thank you for the many spiritual and 

material blessings you have given me. As I hear your Word and sing your praises, help 

me to remember my greatest treasure, Jesus Christ my Savior! May knowing him and 

his love lead me to make every day of my life a day of thanksgiving to you. Amen.  

 

Hymn                We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer    CW #609 
 
We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator! 

In grateful devotion our tribute we bring: 

We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 

We bless your holy name; glad praises we sing. 
 
We worship you, God of our fathers; we bless you. 

Through trial and tempest our guide you have been; 

When perils o’ertake us, you will not forsake us, 

And with your help, O Lord, our battles we win. 

 
 
Invocation and Call to Worship        selected passages from Genesis and the Psalms 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
 
M: God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.   

C: You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly. The streams of 

God are filled with water to provide the people with grain, for so you have 

ordained it.  
 
M: You crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with 

abundance. The grasslands of the wilderness overflow; the hills are clothed with 

gladness. 



C: The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with grain; 

they shout for joy and sing. 
 
M: He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for people to cultivate—bringing 

forth food from the earth… How many are your works, Lord! In wisdom you 

made them all;the earth is full of your creatures.  

C: Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful 

deeds for mankind, for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good 

things. 
 
M: Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 

C: I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your 

wonderful deeds. 

 

C:  ♫   With voices united our praises we offer; 

To you, great Jehovah, glad anthems we raise. 

Your strong arm will guide us; our God is beside us. 

To you, our great Redeemer, fore’er be praise! 

 
 
Confession of Sins 
 
M:  Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  

C:  Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

For sins of habit and sins of choice,  

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
 
Absolution  
 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 



Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 
 
Song of Praise     Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow   CW #334 
 
C:  ♫   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
M: Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. 

By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks 

for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
Thanksgiving Devotion                            Ephesians 5:20 

 
20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, 

 in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

A Formula for Thanksgiving 

 

 

GIVE THANKS ALWAYS 
 
 
Hymn                Now Thank We All Our God   CW #610 
 
Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices, 

Who from our mother’s arms has blessed us on our way 



With countless gifts of love and still is ours today. 
 
All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 

The Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore! 

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 

 

GIVE THANKS FOR EVERYTHING 
 
 
Hymn                  We Thank You For Your Blessings   CW #615:1-2 
 
We thank you for your blessings, almighty Lord, our King; 

We thank you for the harvests, yes, Lord, for ev’rything: 

For flow’rs that bloom in springtime, for rip’ning fruit and grain, 

For all the precious sunshine, and for the gentle rain. 
 
This day of great thanksgiving we count them one by one: 

Our free and fruitful country, the great things you have done, 

Our family, our loved ones, the guardian angels’ care, 

Our very self and heartbeat—Lord, hear our thankful prayer! 

 

 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
 
Hymn             Praise to God, Immortal Praise   CW #612:1, 4 
 
Praise to God, immortal praise, for the love that crowns our days. 

Bounteous Source of ev’ry joy, let your praise our tongues employ. 

All to you, our God, we owe, Source whence all our blessings flow. 
 
As your prosp’ring hand has blest, may we give you of our best 

And by deeds of kindly love for your mercies grateful prove, 

Singing thus through all our days: “Praise to God, immortal praise.” 

 

 



GIVE THANKS IN JESUS’ NAME 
 
 
Hymn        For the Fruit of His Creation   CW #611:1, 3 
 
For the fruit of his creation, thanks be to God. 

For his gifts to ev’ry nation, thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 

Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God. 
 
For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 

For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all that Love has found us, thanks be to God. 

 
 
Offering               the offering plates are situated near the exit door 

 
The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If 

you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church for Thanksgiving  
 
M:  Heavenly Father, every good and perfect gift comes from you. We remember 

your loving kindness and your mercies which are new every day.  

C:  We join our voices in grateful praise.  
 
M:  For the beauty and bounty of the world; for day and night, summer and winter, 

seed-time and harvest; and for the varied joys that every season brings;  

C:  We give you thanks, O God.  
 
M:  For the joys and comforts of life; for homes and families; for friends, neighbors, 

and coworkers; and for the love of those you have put into our lives;  

C:  We give you thanks, O God.  
 
M:  For the opportunities you give us to serve others; for the tasks and trials you 

place before us; and for the comfort we are blessed to bring to those around us;  

C:  We give you thanks, O God.  
 
M:  For the gift of Jesus Christ; for the forgiveness of sins and justification in your  



sight that is ours through faith; and for the many and varied ways of living out 

this faith in our lives;  

C:  We give you thanks, O God.  
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 
M:  For the sure and certain hope of heaven; for the promise that we will one day 

stand before your throne; and for the unending joy that will be ours when we 

join our voices with all the saints in your presence;  

C:  We give you thanks, O God.  
 
M:  Until that glorious day, cause us to live our lives in gratitude to you.  

C:  Send us out into the world to daily praise and thank you for all your 

undeserved blessings. Amen.  

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Martin Luther’s Evening Prayer (Wednesday evening) 
 
C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 

have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep 

me this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let 

your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. 

Amen.  

 
 
Martin Luther’s Morning Prayer (Thursday morning) 
 
C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 

have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from 

sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands 



I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, 

that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
 
The Blessing 
 
M:  As he has done in the past…  

C:  The Lord bless us and keep us. 
 
M:  As he continues to do in the present…  

C:  The Lord make his face to shine on us and be gracious to us!  
 
M:  As he will do in the future and to the end of time…  

C:  The Lord look on us with favor and give us peace.  
 
M: Amen. So shall it be. 

All:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love endures forever! Amen! 

 
 
Closing Hymn       Come, You Thankful People, Come   CW #613:1, 4      
 
Come, you thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest-home. 

All be safely gathered in ere the winter storms begin. 

God our maker shall provide for our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God’s own temple, come; raise the song of harvest-home. 
 
Even so, Lord, quickly come to your final harvest-home; 

Gather all your people in, free from sorrow, free from sin, 

There, forever purified, in your garner to abide. 

Come with all your angels, come; raise the glorious harvest-home. 

 

 

 
 



Announcements 
 
A blessed thanksgiving to all who have gathered in God’s house today to thank our 

God who gives us all good things and moves us to genuine gratitude.  
 
Thank you to Bea Pamperin who served as our organist today. 
 
Happy New Year   Join us this Sunday as we enter another church year on the first 

Sunday of Advent.  
 
Advent Worship   Next Wednesday evening we have our only Advent service at 7 p.m.  

This year there will not be a supper preceding the service, but come and be fed 

spiritually as we begin to prepare our hearts for Christmas.   
 
Church Decorating   We are scheduled to decorate fellowship hall this Sunday right 

after the late service (around 10:45 a.m.). We could use as many helpers as possible 

to make the job a quick one.  
 
Please take home a December church calendar, Meditations devotion book (there are 

a few copies left), a 2021 calendar and the new Forward in Christ…all available on the 

table next to the kitchen. Also, there are limited copies of an Advent devotional that 

will help you focus on what’s really important this upcoming Christmas season.  
 

 

 

 

 


